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B: Economic History Teaching



   

about 1999
A rough draft for an undergraduate course on

Bourgeois Virtue

and the European Past

The course examines the history of the middle class in Europe and the United States through novels, films, and books of history.  By the end you should have a framework for economic history, some reflections on what it means to be middle class, and a way of dealing with ethical questions in a commercial society.  The course builds a bridge from economics (the economy being the main preoccupation of the middle class) and the rest of society, showing how the bridge (or sometimes the dam) developed through time from the Dutch Republic c. 1600 to the global economy c. 2003.  I am writing a book called Bourgeois Virtue, and you will be involved in thinking about its drafts.  You’ll see how books--or any large projects of the mind--are made.


The course requires active participation in class (attendance and attitude count, as they do in life), the writing of daily short essays, and a final exam, a final paper about the three films we’ll watch.  I will also give some quizzes about names and dates in economic and social history, and maps, and pop quizzes about the novels and films, and other amusements.  You’ll need to know when the Civil War was (the American and the English!), and where Pittsburgh. PA and Manchester, England (not New Hampshire) are, who directed Citizen Kane and how to spell “bourgeoisie.” 


The required books, available at Chicago Textbook on Taylor Street, are (you must use the edition at the bookstore, in order to follow the page references in class):

Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe (1719), Norton Critical Editions, about $10.00

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (1848), Norton Critical Edition, $7.95

Charles Dickens, Hard Times (1854), Norton Critical Edition, 2nd ed., $9.95

David Lodge, Nice Work (1988), Penguin, $7.95.

Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography (1771-89)

Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt (1922)

MS of McCloskey’s Bourgeois Virtue


BUY ALL OF THEM NOW!!!!  The bookstore, quite reasonably, starts sending back unpurchased copies of the books when it thinks everyone has bought them: if it does not it gets stuck with them.  Don’t wait to buy the books.  We’ll read every page of every one.  You can’t do the course without the books (you can share the books with someone else).


Always bring your copy of the books or articles being discussed to class!!  You’ll be asked to give page numbers (which is why we need to be all using the same edition).  So mark up your books to prepare for class, using post-it notes and so forth.  We are trying to extract from the books the economic history of the past four centuries, the ethics of the bourgeoisie, and the economics of entrepreneurship, along with the usual grasp of plot and character, so our reading is going to be intense.  Don't worry: you can learn to do it if you pay attention in class and notice how I read the books and how the discussion goes.


I will give pop quizzes on the texts, which will count in your grade.  Non-attendance = zero on that quiz (no makeups).  These will be very short, and answerable by anyone who had done the reading: “Where was Franklin born?”  Just checking.


We’ll follow the syllabus religiously, so you can count on things happening when it says.  But some events will be added to it: it’s not The Whole Story.


A few little rules, please: arrive on time, leave only when I dismiss you (unless you’ve made arrangements beforehand with me), don’t slouch or look bored, be polite, speak up in discussion, come prepared, turn in work on time (late = zero).  The rules are cases of Bourgeois Virtue, of the sort you will face in the world of work. 

A xeroxed collection of my articles, reviews, book chapters will be sold below cost in class next week.  (No refunds if you drop.)  It provides the strictly economic history part of the class.  Remember: we’re trying to relate the economic history to the novels and ethics.

We’ll read all of these, entire.  Furthermore, in the Norton editions we’ll read a good many of the critical essays included.  Pay attention when I assign them in class.  And we’ll be reading from time to time in that great work in progress by Deirdre McCloskey, Bourgeois Virtue.  You’ll do poorly if you rely on Cliff Notes and the like.

But what’s this?  Memoirs, novels, and films in an economics and history course?  Yes.  The memoir and the novels and the two films give some reporting on what the economy was like, 1725 to 2003.  But an economic history book would be better for that, at least for the larger view of the economy.  What the literary works uniquely give is a history of attitudes towards the middle class.  Our thinking about ethics and politics in the economy contains also an attitude towards what middle class people do.

If it’s been a while since you’ve read a novel or analyze a film, don’t fret.  Just read them, in the full sense of “reading.”  People do.  But read them thoughtfully, focusing on the questions I’ll raise in class or in handouts; above all let the books and films go through your mind and your emotions.  Don’t read or watch “for the plot” alone.  Develop opinions about the characters; note how the author or director insinuate attitudes, what techniques of irony or camera angle express them.  Take notes on who’s who.  A good tip for the books: carry the books around all the time and read them at spare moments all day, on the El, between classes.  You’ll find it exhausting to try to read them all at one sitting.

Go get Babbitt right away and start in.  We’ll finish it next week, so you need to get going.  Some questions:  Facts of the case: type of town, type of work Babbitt does, names of family and friends.  Is Lewis at all sympathetic with Babbitt?  Give instances pro or con.  What is bad and good in Babbitt?  What virtues and vices does he show?  List them.  Is Lewis indicting the middle class or the Midwest or the small American city or all of them?  Are they separable?   Read Schorer’s postscript in the Signet edition.  Show the places where he expresses hatred for the middle class (Schorer grew up in Wisconsin but taught mainly at Berkeley: some anti-Midwest, anti-bourgeois feelings similar to Lewis’?)  Has he got arguments to back his claims?

The course will have as much discussion as possible.  I’m supplying name plates which I hand out and collect in every class: they’re two-sided so that you can get other people’s names and get to know each other some.  

Some rules for the class: sleeping is OK (really, you ought to watch your health!); nothing else is!  Don’t talk (except to all of us), read (except to find that quotation that makes your argument sing), come late (unless you’ve made arrangements beforehand with me), leave early, or slouch sneeringly like a Really Cool Person.  We’re trying to learn from each other, not insult each other.  The “material” in the course is not anything like as important as learning to reflect all at once on economic, historical, ethical, and literary questions.  That can best be done in an atmosphere of respect and good cheer, yes?

Office hours: I prefer to do our business before or after class in the classroom, or by e-mail, deirdre2@uic.edu.

The following is an outline but not complete in every detail.  We’ll follow it religiously, though: you can count on things happening when I say they will.  It’s just that more will happen, too: I’ll be assigning pieces out of the Norton Editions essays and from Deirdre’s Selected Works.  Better write them into the outline as I assign them so you can remember them for later review.  Or perhaps check them in your copies of the books.

First Week: The Problem of Bourgeois Vice

Tuesday, August 26: First class.  Personal introductions.  What’s expected.  How to read a novel.

Thursday, August 28: First 100 pages of Babbitt read.  We’ll start with the questions I’ve asked.

Week 2: Babbitt as a Case

Tues, September 2: Next 100 pages.  Do the reading before class or you won’t look very good in the class.  More of the same.  

Thurs, Sept 4,  last pages.   The good in Babbitt?  Can a bourgeois be good?

Week 3: The Main Issue in the Course: Bourgeois Virtue

The Virtues in McCloskey, Bourgeois Virtue  

Film: Wall Street
Week 4: All Right, What’s Virtue Anyway?

Chapters on the Netherlands and Adam Smith in Bourgeois Virtue

Discussion of the ethics of Wall Street

Week 5: The Virtues on an Island

Tues., Sept. 23: First quarter of Robinson Crusoe.  Is Crusoe a utilitarian?  Bourgeois?  What sort of moral actor is he?

Thurs., Sept. 25: Second quarter of Crusoe.  Crusoe as imperialist?  Can we judge Defoe’s morality by 1997 standards?

Weeks 6 and 7: Citizen Kane

Film: Citizen Kane, analyzed

Week 8: The Great Conversion: 

The Harsh Socialism of Marx and Engels

Tues, Oct. 14: Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto.

Thursday, Oct. 16: Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto.  

Week 9:  The Great Conversion: 

The Sentimental Conservatism of Charles Dickens

Tues., Oct. 21: Essay by George Bernard Shaw in Norton edition of Hard Times on The Great Conversion.  How does it relate to Marx?  

Thurs., Oct. 23: Charles Dickens, Hard Times, first third.

Week: 10:  Against the Great Conversion

Tues., Oct. 28: Second third of Hard Times.   At some time in these three classes on Dickens there will be a very short quiz on names and plots and quotations so far.  It will be a “take-out-a-piece-of-paper” sort of quiz.

Thurs., Oct. 30: Dickens, Third Third;  

Week 11: Why We Need an Ethics for the Bourgeoisie

Tues., Nov. 4: What happened in the Industrial Revolution.  McCloskey essays.

Thurs., Nov. 6: Readings in McCloskey same; a summary so far.

Week 12:  Exam week

Week 13:

.

THE FINAL PAPER:  I want a Report on Bourgeois Virtue, based on a reading of Nice Work primarily, but using as much of the rest of the reading as you can.  Answer the question: “Is Vic a Good Bourgeois?”  What’s “good?”  Does he develop, Crusoe-style?  Are his virtues, early and late, beyond Prudence?  Is any ethical theory up to the task of assessing him?  Does the assessment have to be in the form of a story?  Try to be sincere in your writing here: don’t take a position you don’t feel.  If you think Vic is a jerk, or is wonderful, or whatever, allow it, and defend it.  I don’t care how you conclude as long as it is well argued, and integrates the material in the course.  Make use of our discussion in the last weeks of the course to revise the paper as you think about it. 

About seven pages, double spaced, legibly typed, spellchecked, written as well as you can, speaking to me not to some hypothetical person who doesn’t know anything about Crusoe or Marx or the categorical imperative.  Do you see what I mean?  Write a report to me.

The paper is in place of a final exam.  We’re not going to have one.  Hurrah!

Plagiarism means using someone else’s words without acknowledgment.  Getting someone else to write the paper is one kind of plagiarism, and if I catch you at it or the other kinds you will get an F in the course and I will start proceedings to have you expelled from the University.  I’ve done it before, so don’t trifle with me!  Aunt Deirdre doesn’t take kindly to cheaters!  Do your own work honestly, carefully, Iowa style, and I’ll make allowances.  I’m looking for your voice, from which we both can learn.

Week 14: (Thanksgiving Week: The Good Bourgeois?)

Tues., November 25, First third of Lodge, Nice Work discussed.

Thurs.: Thanksgiving.  No class.  

Week 15: The Good Bourgeois, Continued.

Tues., December 2,  Second third of Lodge, Nice Work.

Thurs., December 4, A serious discussion of your ideas, which you are expressing in your papers, about whether Vic is a Good Bourgeois.  Think of it as a check of your more uncertain ideas.    

Week 16 (What is this?  Week 16?!): The Good Bourgeois, Concluded

Tuesday, December 9: Third third of Nice Work.
Thursday, December 11: Last Class: What we’ve learned, eh?

Paper due at beginning of class.  No late papers accepted: zero tolerance for computer problems, wrong draft grabbed that morning, need to work at Pizza Hut, etc..  Think of it in promptness, too, as a report to your boss.

August 25, Tues: Introductions

Aug 27, Thurs.:  What Happened in World Economic History, 1600-2000

September 1, Tu.:  First quarter of The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Be learning: How to read a book for class.

Sept. 3: Th.: Second quarter of the Autobiography
Sept. 8, Tu:  Third quarter of the Autobiography
Sept. 10, Th: Fourth quarter of the Autobiography
Sept. 15, Tu.: Other readings from the edition of Franklin

Sept. 17, Th.:  No class
Sept. 22, Tu.: FIRST HOUR EXAM: What happened in US economic history (dates, facts, places from memorization sheet absolutely memorized); Franklin and bourgeois enterprise. 

Sept. 24, Th.:  No class
Sept. 29, Tu.: First quarter of Howells, The Rise of Silas Lapham
(We’ll read the later novels faster, so get good at it now!)

October 1, Th.: Second quarter of Howells

Oct. 6, Tu.:  Third quarter of Howells

Oct. 8, Th.:  Fourth quarter of Howells

Oct. 13, Tu.:  D. N. McCloskey, “Bourgeois Virtue” discussed (handed out in earlier class) 

Oct. 15, Th.:  More discussion of “Bourgeois Virtue” in the light of Franklin and Howells

Oct. 20, Tu.  

Oct 27, Tu.: Analysis and discussion of Kane
Oct. 29, Th.: First third of Lewis, Babbitt 

Nov. 3, Tu.:  Second third of Lewis

Nov. 5, Th.:  Third third of Lewis

Nov. 10, Tu.:  SECOND HOUR EXAM: Howells, Kane, and Lewis compared (with factual matter on all three)

Nov. 12, Th.:  Film, It’s a Wonderful Life
Nov. 17, Tu.:  Analysis of It’s a Wonderful Life
Nov.  19, Th.:  First third of Smiley’s Thousand Acres
Nov. 24, Tu.:  Second third of Smiley

Nov. 26: Thanksgiving

Dec. 1, Tu.:  Third third of Smiley

Expect a quiz on Smiley

Dec. 3,  Film, Wall Street
Dec. 8, Tu.: Analysis of Wall Street: adequate picture of bourgeois capitalism?

Dec. 10, Th.:  Last Class:  Paper on the films due without fail.

No final exam during exam week.

WHAT ECONOMICS?  Maybe make it a course in the virtue of Enterprise, and write the book as I give the two courses, graduate and undergrad.  Undergrad filled with examples; grad more theoretical.  Yes.  Promise the publisher a draft by the end of the fall term.

Something on scale of growth


Kirzner on alertness and rewards to entrepreneurs: an essay.

Gt Depression

Try for complete books, not snippets.  Five real books, seriously read.

Interlard with my own works in chronological order, having to do with ethical questions, sold as packet made by ISSO:  Grad students read all these, too.

Polanyi paper

D. N. McCloskey, “The Industrial Revolution.”

review of Coleman

review of Mokyr

recview of Fogel

Second Thoughts 


Exercise: Do an ethical analysis of each piece.

McCloskey and Sandberg, “From Damnation to Redemption”

paper with Paul Custer

Review of Reich

The Bad Bourgeoisie: Start with problem:  Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt--cheap, Norton


Relate to their experience as Midwesterners.  Little paper on it.

The Good Bourgeoisie:

*Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, if in Norton

*Fukayama, Trust--cheap paper

 D. N. McCloskey, “Bourgeois Virtue” (1994), handed out in class.

.

St. Matthew, The Gospel According to

St. Paul, I Corinthians

*Rachels, simple book

*Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility or Pride and Prejudice: Norton editions.

*Charles Dickens, Hard Times, Norton 

Books I want to read.

Virtue ethics: 

Graduate class: 

Brian Barry, Justice as Impartiality

Albert Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests    $12.95.

Adam Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments

Jan de Vries and Ad van der Woude, The First Modern Economy: Success, Failure, and Perseverance of the Dutch Economy, 1500-1815.  Cambridge” Cambridge University Press, 1997.  $27.95

Start with the problem:

The heroic ideal: selections from Njal’s Saga.

The Christian ideal: Pilgrim’s Progress

Smith:

History: 

Graduate class: Alan Macfarlane, The Culture of Capitalism (1987), paper, Blackwell.  Out of print.

Essay on Silas and Charles


Write a sharp, clear, argumentative little essay, four pages maximum, double spaced, spellchecked, comparing Silas Lapham the man to Charles Kane the man, as bourgeois.  Do they show bourgeois virtue?  In what ways?  Name the places.  How do their bourgeois, aristocratic, or peasant virtues and vices fit into the overall theory of how an economy operates that the work expresses?  (Do not fill your paper with lengthy quotations: that’s padding in such a short paper; but give page numbers and abbreviated quotations for Silas and indicate scenes [“Opening scene in Colorado”] for Citizen Kane.)


How to achieve a college level of writing?  In matters of form, write as though you were preparing a memorandum for your boss, and will get fired if you are sloppy (you will!).  In style, write as though you yourself are the intelligent, well-informed academic critic.  Don’t explain things I already know (“Citizen Kane is a movie that came out in 1941”).


Staple your paper with one staple in the upper left corner.  People who do not do this will be docked one whole grade, as unable to follow instructions!  Remember: report to your boss lady!

What Happened in US Economic History

Crucially, America’s nationhood took place in a European context of economic growth.  Borrowing.  Can’t do “American” economic history, or any other kind of American history without a European context.  Increasingly during the 19th century one can’t do European history without the American experiment as a backdrop.

Slavery happened.

Progressive Era and regulation: 1887 begins.

New Deal

What Happened in US History:

A Handout for Discussion and Memorization

Population in millions

1630        .005

1700        .25

1800      5.3      (U.K. 16 million)

1860    31.        (U.K. 29 million)

1910    92.        (U.K. 45 million; Iowa 2.2 million)

1995  263.        (China 1300 million; Iowa 2.8 million)

Rule of 70.

Be able to draw a map of the extent of the US in 1789, 1805, 1849.

Locate on the map: Iowa, Chicago, New York, Boston, Pittsburgh, New Orleans, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas, St. Louis, Salt Lake City, Denver, Montreal, Toronto, Mexico City, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Mississippi River, Missouri River, Ohio River, Erie Canal, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie, Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains

Share of Government in National Expenditures:

             State & local      Federal       Total

1800          derisory        laughable        3??

1927            8.1                  3.5             12.

1949            7.8                16.               23

1985          13.                  25.               35.

Events to be Memorized 

(==>  research their significance!)

1620  Plymouth Colony

1776  Declaration of Independence

1789  Constitution adopted

1793  Eli Whitney invents the cotton gin

1804  Louisiana Purchase

1812-14  War of 1812

1825  Erie Canal

1830  Baltimore and Ohio Railroad

1831  McCormick’s first reaper

1838  John Deere’s first plow

1844  telegraph

1846-48 Mexican War

1861-65: Civil War

1869 Golden Spike: first transcontinental

1876  telephone

1879  Edison’s lightbulb

1887 Interstate Commerce Commission (abolished 1996)

1890 Census: Close of the Frontier

1892  Homestead strike

1913  Federal Reserve founded

1914-18 (U.S. 1917-18) Great War

1920 radio broadcasts

1921  first immigration quotas

1929 Wall Street Crash

1929-33: Hoover president

1933-1945: FDR president

1939-45 (U.S. 1941-45) Second World War

1950-53 Korean War

1964-73 Vietnam

 Gross Domestic Product

per Head of Population
      $US of 1985

              1820      1870        1913      1989

United States  1,000     2,250       4,850    18,300

Britain            1,400     2,600       4,000    13,500

Sweden           1,000     1,300      2,400    14,912

Japan                 600       600        1,100    15,100

India                        na        na        510       850*

S. Korea                 na        na        780     5,300*

                                            [* = 1987]
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