B: Economics Teaching
Denison University, spring 2000

Lecture 1

Jane Austen

The subject is Bourgeois Virtue.  I’m working on a book, part of which you have.

The story.

We’ll start slow, accelerating a bit when we’re sure we have our full group.  So I’d ask you to read for next time the first two chapters of the book. 

Introductions.

Moi: See my web site www.uic.edu/~deirdre2 for info about me.

e-mail: mccloskeyd@denison.edu
office extension 6559

home (cell) phone 312-835-1479

Briefly: 60 years old, raised in Cambridge, worked in Midwest, married 30 years, two grown children, now divorced.

Started as a Joan Baez socialist, transport economist, etc.

Identity: Post-modern, quantitative, free-market, feminist, rhetorical, Episcopalian, transgendered woman

You: Explore what connections of interest or background you may have to Bourgeois Virtue

Lecture 2

Remind me to break at 3:10 so we don’t get exhausted

Here’s the outcome of Part 1 of the book: keep looking back and the front matter to get an idea of what I am driving at.  Pass out The Seven Virtues.

Let’s continue for a bit the connections between you and the subject.

Reactions to Chps. 1 and 2?

Chp. 1

Courage has been viewed as manly

The merely physical and forceful version of it is dangerous

Types of heroes: Homeric, city state, army in a modern state (e.g. Sept 11 Firemen)

Needs to be tempered in a citizen

But tempering reduces it to something less than heroic.

Heroic virtue is commonly belated in our texts: we must never assume that the bard is just “reporting.”

Aristocracy’s central virtue: courage.

Chp. 2

The myth of new aristocracies: armies, cowboys

Fiction not meaningless: serves present purposes, not Truth.

Language as anti-heroic; “heroism of endurance”

Shane against business?

Lecture 3

We’re up through Chp. 4; once we get into it I’ll start accelerating, since these are quite short chapters.  (I want them to be short, to make the book more readable.)

[Some thinking on this:

Only 10 classes left.  

Last

Lecture 4: to p. 144 in MS

Reading Assignments 

for the Rest of the Course

TODAY, Monday, Feb 10:  through Chp. 4 of the MS

Wednesday, Feb 12: ACCELERATION!  Through p. 144, end of Chp. 12, “P & S and the Capitalist Life”

*

Monday, Feb 17:  Through p. 252 of the MS, finishing Part 1, “Ethics in a Commercial Society.”
Wednesday, Feb 19:  All of Part 2 (6 chapters drafted): Smith and Franklin/ The Factor of 15
*

Monday, Feb 24:   Part 3, “The Fall of Bourgeois Virtue”

Wednesday, Feb 26:  Part 3, concluded

*

Monday, March 3:  Part 4, “The Case Against the Bourgeoisie”: Chps. on Karl Polanyi in the MS

Wednesday, March 5:  Part 4 concluded: The other issues raised in Part 4: What are the chief objections against bourgeois “virtue” and how would we assess them?  E.g. Chp. “Greed: The Bourgeois Vice?” is answered in part by some points from the history of charity in bourgeois societies, the Dutch Republic to contributors to Denison University.  So with all the other topics.

*

Week of March 10: SPRING BREAK:  Your assignment is to read Jane Austen’s last novel, Persuasion (1817), and write [I speak here to the students who want credit for the course] a short paper (3 pages will seem thin unless it is brilliant stuff; 15 pages will feel tubby unless it is brilliant stuff) examining the intersections between the novel and Bourgeois Virtue---the MS and the thing itself in the world.  The paper is due in the class we arrange for the Week of March 17.  What I want is some real thinking on your part: do not (repeat: do not!) assume an audience that has not read the book; so no part of your paper needs to be plot summary.  And do not (repeat: do not!) tell me whether you “enjoyed” the book or would give it *** stars.  (And, unless you are looking for a way to fail the course and be expelled from college, do not plagiarize, do not get a term-paper service, do not, in short, violate the ethics that Dear Jane and Professor McCloskey uphold.)  In the class I will ask some of you to read parts of your papers out loud as a basis for discussion, so imagine the assembled class looking over your shoulder as you write.  You may want to acquire a copy of my Economical Writing (cheap: wonderful book) to avoid some of the Most appalling Vulgarities in Student (and Faculty) Writing.  The book is available for as little as $3.00 from Barnesandnoble.com or amazon.com.  It’s not Austen’s most popular novel (Emma is, but the others are too long for this assignment); she died age 41 before it was published. http://www.pemberley.com/janeinfo/janewrit.html

*

[Week of March 17: Jane Austen fest

Janie and I are away at a conference in Barcelona (tough duty, but someone has to do it), returning late on Wednesday.  Can we reschedule classes this week for Thursday?  Friday?  Saturday? (Yes, I said Saturday.)]

*

Monday, March 24: Part 5: Reviving bourgeois virtue?  What is to be done?  How the arts can achieve it.

Wednesday, March 26:  Last Class.  Open discussion of eschatology [“the study of last thing”!] 

Why are we so rich?

That we are is beyond doubt.  The poor have not gotten poorer.  Women have been liberated.

Why?

Not high saving, alone.

Not stealing from the poor—either internally or by way of imperialism.

Not education, alone.

Because: in the 19th century there developed in relatively free Western countries an ideology favorable to letting people pursue innovation.  In many countries it has not been killed by socialism or war or corruption.  In others it has: in Argentina, for example; or Nigeria; or North Korea.

To put it another way, temporarily “bourgeois virtue” became the policy of governments and the habit of societies.  In places like Japan and France it seems hard to kill, with all the effort of artists and intellectuals.  In the United States it flourishes.  In Hong Kong it explodes.
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