Mw. prof. Deirdre McCloskey                       Spring 1996   B: EcHistNeder1996
Office: L02-035 (Kunst- en Cultuurwetenschappen); in April I will also have an office at the Tinbergen Institute, 11th floor of the H building.  Phone (KCW) 408-2468; home (you should feel free to call me there) 411-8581.

Reading List:  

Bourgeois Virtue

“Bourgeois Virtue” sounds to modern ears like a contradiciton in terms, but has not always been so, and should not be.  There are virtues other than those of a Homeric hero or a Christian saint.  A commercial society, such as that in the Netherlands since the 16th century, needs ethical and artistic support.  An economy needs a culture, as economists are gradually realizing.  And one can argue--as has not been fashionable since the time of Adam Smith--that commerce in fact supports virtues, shaping the culture in ways that are arguably good.  The course examines a number of subjects coverging on the theme of bourgeois virtue: the economics of caring, the new ethics of the virtues (as new as Aristotle), the representation of the bourgeoisie in novels and paintings, and the economic and social history of the middle class, especially in England, Scotland, and the Netherlands.  In its ten meetings (some will be scheduled to avoid a three-week period when the instructor is traveling) we will explore the intersection of art, economics, and society.  Students will write short essays commenting on the reading, and towards the end a short research paper on some aspect of bourgeois virtue.  The course requires expertise in either history or social science or economics--not all three--and a willingness to work hard (that bourgeois virtue).

For meeting of :

4 March, Monday, 4:00-5:30


I apologize for my absence: I rarely miss for sickness, but this was one of those rare times!  We will schedule another class late in the term.

11 March, Monday, 4:00-5:30

Introductory presentation and discussion of the notion of “bourgeois virtue.”

All day Tuesday and Wednesday the Casey reading will be available outside my office ((02-035) in a box.  Come by and pick one up, and read it rapidly.  We’re not looking for close reading.  Come to class prepared to discuss it.

14 March, Thursday, same time

· John Casey, Pagan Virtue: An Essay in Ethics.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990, Preface, pp. v-ix; Chp. 4, “Practical Wisdom,” pp. 144-171; Chp. 6, “Pagan Virtues?”, pp. 199-210.

Then: a three-week hiatus.  Read ahead.   I’ll distribute the Israel and some of the other reardings in class on Thursday.

15 April, Monday, 4:00-5:30

· Jonathan Israel, The Dutch Republic: Its Rise, Greatness, and Fall, 1477-1806.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995.  Chapter 6 entire, “Society before the Revolt,” pp. 106-128; Chapter 15 entire, “Society after the Revolt,” pp. 328-360; “Politics, Ideology, and the Great Dutch Toleration Debate,” pp. 499-505; “A Disciplined Society,” pp. 677-685.

17 April, Wednesday, same

· Martha Nussbaum, The Fragility of Goodness: Luck and Ethics in Greek Tragedy and Philosophy.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986.  Chp. 1, “Luck and Ethics,” pp. 1-23; Chp. 12, “the Vulnerability of the Good Human Life: Relational Goods,”  pp. 343-372.

22 April, Monday

· Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments.  Indianapolis: Liberty Classics, 1982; from Glasgow Ed. 1976; 1790.  Selections to be noted.

24 April, Wednesday

· Joan Tronto, Tronto, Joan C.   1993.  Moral Boundaries: A Political Argument for an Ethics of Care.  New York, London: Routledge.  Selections to be noted.

29 April, Monday

· Cesar Grana, Bohemian versus Bourgeois: French Soicety and the French Man of Letters in the Nineteenth Century.  NY: Basic Books, 1964, entire.

6 May, Monday

· Robert D. Putnam, Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993.

13 May, Monday

· Frances Fukayama, Trust: The Social Virtues and the Creation of Prosperity.  NY: Free Press, 1995.

Extra class to be scheduled.  A novel, probably Zola’s Money.
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