Deirdre McCloskey  Iowa about 1997                              B: Economics Teaching
335-2290; 338-1661




     336 South PBAB

deirdre-mccloskey@uiowa.edu


    (office hrs.: to be announced)

Thursdays, 5:30-8:00 pm at 320 Melrose, except Weds. on Sept 16, Sept 23, Nov. 4, Nov. 18. Dec 2, and Tuesday on Nov 24.

                      Economics and Ethics

            6E: 263.  Graduate Course

After a two-week survey based on Rachels’ undergraduate text, we’ll move from utilitarianism, as in welfare economics, to the ethics of the virtues, studying various pieces of moral philosophy that have some economic content.  You’re required to write a substantial paper, research-length (say, 20 pages).  For the paper you’re required to read my The Writing of Economics, which I’ll make available in draft (it’s a second edition).


Buy the books early: the bookstore has to start sending them back or it gets stuck with the overstock.  Do buy the books.  An economist should--most don’t--look on books as tools of her trade.

September 3 and 10:

James Rachels, The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 2nd. ed., McGraw Hill, paper, cheap.

First 100 pages first week (up to Utilitarianism); second half (Utilitarianism, Kant, Ethics of the Virtues) second week.

Sept 16 (a WEDNESDAY: 5:30 to 8:00 as usual):

Amartya Sen, On Ethics and Economics.  Blackwell, 1992.   $25

Sept 23 (a Wednesday, 5:30-8:00):

Robert Frank, Passions Within Reason.  Norton: NY, 1988. 

October 1:

 David Schmidtz,  “Reasons for Altruism,” a paper to be handed out.

Oct 8:
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Dover paperback, only $2.00!

Oct 15:

Roger Crisp and Michael Slote, eds.  Virtue Ethics.  Oxford Readings in Philosophy.  Oxford, 1997, paper.  about $20.00

Essays by Anscombe, Foot, Murdoch, Wolf, MacIntyre.

Oct 22: NO MEETING THIS WEEK.

You might want to go see the showing of  “Citizen Kane,” in two parts on Tuesday and Thursday in my undergraduate class: what are Kane’s virtues and vices?  How does Wells portray the effect of Prudence (economic behavior) on Kane?

Oct 29: 

Crisp and Slote, essays by McDowell, Schneewind, Louden, Baier.

November 4 (a WEDNESDAY, 5:30-8:00)

 Joan C. Tronto, Moral Boundaries: A Political Argument for an Ethic of Care.  Routledge: 1993, paper.

Nov 12: NO MEETING THIS WEEK.

Movie in my undergrad class, Thursday: “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  

Nov.  18: (a WEDNESDAY, 5:30-8:00) 

McCloskey, “Bourgeois Virtue,” to be handed out.

Nov. 24 (a TUESDAY, to avoid Thanksgiving, 5:30-8:00)

McCloskey, drafts of a short book, The Virtue of Enterprise, to be distributed.

December 2 (a WEDNESDAY, 5:30-8:00)

PAPER DUE: Research and thinking paper on ethics in your part of economics; aim for a publishable paper.

And Dec. 10:  Continued discussion of McCloskey book manuscript.
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