B: Economics Teaching

Deirdre McCloskey                                                                                                  Fall 2006
Economics 326

The History of Economic Thought

MWF 11:00-11:50  code: 24443. BSB 331 until further notice.   3 hours credit, and simultaneous writing credit.  Concurrent registration is required with Econ 395; prerequisites: Econ 218 or Econ 220 or Econ 221.

We ask: Does the past of economics matter to modern economics, to the economy, to you?  The objectives of the course, by which you should judge me and yourself, are to help you make progress in:

· Understanding the history of your field of study, economics.  Understanding the history gives you another chance to learn economics, and to see it critically.  And its history, after all, is a take on modern history generally.  Understanding modern history is necessary to be a Serious Citizen.
· Understanding how economics fits into to the social world and social sciences and the humanities.  It gives you another chance to understand the social world and the social sciences and the humanities.
· Reading whole books of non-fiction critically.  In particular I want you to be proud that you've read entire an old and "difficult" book like The Wealth of Nations, becoming therefore unafraid to read other old and difficult books.  That way you can continue reading them after college. . . and end up at age 80 or so as a really educated person.  (It takes at least that long, but the trip is worth it!)  You’ll also learn to read quickly, sometimes.  Slowly and carefully at other times, watching for the crucial points, arguing with Smith or whomever, or agreeing.  

· Talking.  Discussing ideas.  Making your point on your feet.  Asserting with your presence.  It's what you need in the business world.  Speaking up in class will be the occasion.

· Writing well.  You need that in the business world, too.  Every class you must turn in as the price of admission a paragraph or a short page of critical reflection (a "position paper") on the day's assigned reading.  Typed, no title page, spellchecked, no right justifying, double spaced, not a "book report" in the way of Grade 5: an adult's comment on the reading, telling your colleagues something they might have missed, say.  No exceptions, no extensions.  No paper = F for that day.  Note: I will often ask you to read these aloud to get the discussion started.  You must start showing, beginning with the September 11 class, that you’ve read the three style books (remember, this is a writing course, too) The Elements of Style and Economical Writing and They Say, I Say with care.  I’ll get more and more unhappy if you keep doing things that those three little books advise you not to do.  In the course, as it does in life, style counts.  I’ll grade the position papers for style and substance---sometimes with more care than at other times.  But you never know.  Sometimes I’ll just check to see if you turned it in and didn’t copy from someone else, and have made a serious, professional attempt at a report on the question (that, btw, is what your boss will often ask you to do in The Real World; so this is far from a merely academic exercise).  Sometimes I’ll get into it more deeply.  If you do a bad job you’ll have to do it over again.  I’ll keep bothering you until you learn how to do a professional-looking report to a boss.

We’ll read all of all the books assigned.  When something is mentioned for a date that means it should be read in preparation for that class, along with everything before.  The content of the classes will follow the outline exactly, so you can rely on it.  We will not deviate from the schedule, or get behind.  There are no optional or supplementary readings.  After the course I hope you'll want to read more about Adam Smith, or explore Marx further, or look into the spread of mathematical metaphors in Samuelsonian economics.
It's a lot of reading.  It's necessary for what we want to achieve.  The reading is sometimes a couple of hundred pages a week, little of it beach reading, so allocate enough time for serious, college-level studying.  But: That does not mean you have to read every page with religious intensity.  There's a lot of reading in life.  You need to learn how to get a handle on a big text quickly.  Throw away your highlighter.  Use a pen, and talk back to the book.  Write in the book.  Learn how to skim, dipping into the details that interest you.  It turns out that when you study with some emotional intensity the parts that speak to you, you get the big point as an extra.  The little book I mentioned by Graff and Graff-Birkenstein (both of them teachers in our very own, highly rated Department of English, btw) will give you a lot of help in seeing how the arguments in the books are structured.  So will my own book late in the course on what I call the "rhetoric" of economics.  You're reading for content, getting The Point.  Once you do get it, stop reading.  
If you can’t allocate reading time of at least a few hours for each meeting of the class, including time to write the position statement (that’s about 10 hours a week for this class, more like 12 until you get the method), you aren’t doing the job.  Please drop the course now.  At much less than 10 hours a week on it you won’t get much out of the course (and, if you have to treat your other courses the same way, you won't get much out of college generally)  If that's the case, though, I beg you, for your own sweet good, to reconsider your priorities.  Work at your paying job many fewer hours.  To make that possible, get rid of your car.  Eat less pizza.  And anyway watch less TV.  If your money budget is strained by the book purchases (though incidentally as an educated person you should get into the habit of owning and keeping and rereading books: and at $15 the Smith book is a steal), you can team up with someone else to buy the books in common, and share them.  
The books we’ll read, all for purchase at College Books at 1076 W. Taylor, corner of Taylor and Aberdeen, are:
Books about the History of Economic Thought: 
1.) Robert Heilbroner, Teachings from the Worldly Philosophy, W. W Norton, 1997, ISBN: 0393316076, paperback, 368 pp., $16.00
2.) Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, in Two Volumes, Edited by R. H. Campbell and A. S. Skinner, ISBN: 0-86597-008-4, paperback, 1094 pages, only $15.00!  Yes, we are going to read the whole thing, all of the two volumes.
5.) Deirdre McCloskey, The Rhetoric of Economics, 2nd ed., University of Wisconsin Press, 1998, ISBN: 0299158144, paperback, 223 pp., $17.95.  All royalties earned from your purchase of this book and the writing book below will be contributed to the endowment fund of the University.
Books about Writin':
6.) William Strunk and E. B. White, The Elements of Style.  NY: Macmillan.  paper, cheap.
7.) Deirdre McCloskey, Economical Writing.  2nd ed. Waveland Press, Inc, 2000, ISBN: 1577660633, 90 pp., $10.
8.) Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, “They Say/I Say”: The Moves That Matter in  Academic Writing.  New York: Norton, 2006.  ISBN: 0-393-92409-2.
Every substantial intellectual question should be asked in class; and so should many of the administrative questions.  That way everyone gets informed.   I do not believe in "office hours," which have been made obsolete by e-mail, and anyway are inefficient for everyone.  The best way of getting in touch with me is after class, when I will be glad to speak with you at whatever length, and by e-mail, deirdre2@uic.edu.  By e-mail we can chat about the course, or anything else, with mutual convenience.  In real, flaming emergencies call me at home during normal waking hours (we elderly ladies go to bed earlier than you do, btw!), 312-435-1479.  I’m easier to get in touch with at home by phone than at the office in person, but feel free to knock anytime on my door at University Hall 829 (extreme south end of the hall).  I’ll shoo you away only if someone else is there.  My guess is that I won’t be in the office, but if I'm there and alone I'll be glad to chat.

Occasionally, never announced beforehand, there will be a 5-minute, in-class quiz on the day’s reading.  These will be mainly about easily-graded names, dates, concepts, words you should have picked up on if you’re doing the work.  The point is to keep you up-to-date on the reading.  If you fail these you will fail the course.
If you have any disability, registered or not, that would affect your performance in class—and especially one that I might not notice—do please tell me about it.  As a lifelong stutterer, believe me, I know how you feel.  Let’s get it out in the open and handle it like respectful adults.  (I myself was still treating my disability like a child well into college; I finally got adult about it; I hope you'll do better than I did!)  If you have a registered disability that needs my attention, or belong to a team or activity that is out of town, get the requisite forms.
Some Grim Rules 

(written out just so there’s no misunderstanding!)
· I take attendance, irregularly and informally but mercilessly.  If you miss six classes without permission and I detect it you will get an F in the course.  Sorry, but otherwise we don’t get the continuity of conversation that makes a class into a real intellectual experience.  Come sleep in class if necessary!  But come to class!  That's the best advice anyone can give you for success in college.  It's like showing up for your job: Woody Allen points out that showing up is 80% of any job.  In fact, right now the course is your job.
· You can sleep in class all you want.  Seriously.  Be my guest.  Honestly: I don’t mind (I slept through many of my classes in college, and can hardly complain; sleeping doesn’t disturb anyone).  And bring any friend, parent, child, dog you want.  Anytime.  No problem: no need to ask.  Really.  They are all welcome, always.  Having kids and dogs in a class improves the atmosphere.  No joke.  
But you cannot do things that demoralize your classmates and me: read, talk, eat, slouch insultingly [guys: listen up], pass notes, pick your nose, text-message a friend, look bored (being bored is another matter: these rules are about externals that hurt your classmates, demoralizing them, and by the way demoralizing me), do homework, chew gum, come late, leave early, or in general act like a senior in high school.  The class starts at 11:00 promptly.  Please don’t tell me about the traffic, or “running late”: be on time.  Think of the class as a business meeting, with Deirdre as your boss.  
· All grades are final unless I make a mistake in adding up the points: I never discuss grades.  This is one of Life's little unpleasantnesses,  actually.  Your boss will never discuss her plan to fire or promote you.  She’ll just do it.
· If you cheat on tests or “plagiarize” in writings (that is, use someone else’s work as your own without putting it in quotation marks and footnoting the source: you can only do even this for very short passages, a few lines) you will get an F in the course and I will try to have you expelled from the University.  I may not succeed.  But I will try.  I've succeeded sometimes in the past.  Plagiarism and academic misconduct involves but is not limited to the following: (1) Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, people, or study aids in any academic exercise, or extending to or receiving any kind of unauthorized assistance on any examination or assignment to, or, from another person; (2) Using research, in the sense of copying it, that has been prepared by someone else; (3) Duplicating work that you have done in another class; (4) Allowing others to borrow your work (that sound “innocent,” but it’s not: it’s like helping someone else to steal something; whatever your intention, you are guilty of academic misconduct if another student copies your research); (5) Omitting source citation just because you have put much of the research material "into your own words" and it's not a direct quotation.  And of course cheating on exams will be treated the same way.
Got it?  No cheating!
(Sorry again to be so grim, but some child will say I didn’t say it if I don’t, if you see what I mean.)

Monday, Aug. 28: First class.  Introductions.
Wednesday, Aug. 30: Heilbroner, "Earliest," pp. 1-14.  You will have written and will turn in at the beginning of the class a short "position paper" on something that intrigues you in the reading.
Friday, Sept. 1: Heilbroner, "Commercial Revolution," pp. 15-52.
Monday, Sept 4 [LABOR DAY: no class]

Wednesday, Sept 6: Heilbroner, "Classical" [except Smith, which you should skip], pp. 106-58.
Friday, Sept 8: [last day to drop/add without permission: drop now if you can't do the reading!] Heilbroner, "Marx," pp. 159-96.
Monday, Sept 11: Heilbroner, "Marginalists," pp. 197-244.
Wednesday, Sept 13: Heilbroner, "Veblen," 247-63.
Friday, Sept 15: Heilbroner, "Keynes," pp. 264-96.
Monday, Sept 18: Heilbroner, "Schumpeter" and "Envoi," pp. 297-336.
Wednesday, Sept 20: Smith, The Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, Liberty Fund edition only, the text itself (not the editors' Introduction), pp. 10-24.
Friday, Sept 22: Smith, 25-36.
Monday, Sept 25: Smith, 37-64.
Wednesday, Sept 27: 65-81.
Friday, Sept 29: 82-115.
Monday, Oct 2: 116-59.
Wednesday, Oct 4: 160-92 (skip pp. 195-255).
Friday, Oct 6:  First Hour Exam: in class.  On all non-Smith---that is, Heilbroner---we have read so far.   Last day to withdraw with College permission
Monday, Oct 9: Smith, 260-85.
Wednesday, Oct 11: 286-329.
Friday, Oct 13: 330-75.
Monday, Oct 16: 376-427.
Wednesday, Oct 18: 428-72.
Friday, Oct 20: 473-98 (skip 499-555).
Monday, Oct 23: 556-613 and skim to end of chapter.
Wednesday, Oct 25: 642-61.
Friday, Oct 27: [No class this day: Finish Smith reading!]
Monday, Oct 30: Smith, 663-722.
Wednesday, Nov 1: 723-57.
Friday, Nov 3: 858-906.
Monday, Nov 6: 907-48.  We did Smith entire!!!
Wednesday, Nov 8: McCloskey, The Rhetoric of Economics, Preface and Chp 1: "How to Do a Rhetorical Analysis, and Why."
Friday, Nov 10 Second Hour Exam in class, on Adam Smith alone.

Monday, Nov 13 thru Monday, Nov 20: Readin' and writin' pause: big paper due at the end of it.  No classes these days.
Wednesday, Nov 22: : Thanksgiving eve class: general discussion.  
Friday, Nov 23: [No class; Thanksgiving break 
Monday, Nov 27: McCloskey, Rhetoric, Fogel chapter; Big Paper due
Wednesday, Nov 29:  Rhetoric, Coase chapter
Friday, Dec 1: McCloskey, Rhetoric: Samuelson, Muth, and Solow chapters
Monday, Dec 4: McCloskey, Rhetoric, how big is big: econometric chapters
Wednesday, Dec 6: Last class: The Burden of the History of Economic Thought
Friday, Dec. 8: [No class]
No final exam: this is a writin' course.
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