History 504

Graduate Seminar in

The Culture of the Middle Class in Europe, 1600-1848

We are trying to discover what changed after 1600 in the elite urban culture of Europe, especially in Holland and England.  The change in the "bourgeoisie," and the change in attitudes towards the bourgeoisie, made the modern world possible.

We'll read two books in draft of my own on the matter and a number of other historical works, among them (just to get started):

Fernand Braudel, The Wheels of Commerce.  Civilization and Capitalism, 15th-18th Century, Vol. II.  1979 (trans. 1982).  Very cheap secondhand paperback on the internet, as little as $3 plus postage.  New at the bookstore it costs in the $25 range.

Peter Earle, The Making of the English Middle Class: Business, Society and Family Life in London, 1660-1730.  Methuen, 1989.  An excellent, clear book directly on our theme.  

David Hancock, Citizens of the World: London Merchants and the Integration of the British Atlantic Community, 1735-1785.  Cambridge University Press, 1995.  paperback.  

Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle Class, 1780-1850.  University of Chicago Press, 1987.  $22.41 new in paperback on amazon.

And:

Deirdre McCloskey, Economical Writing.  2nd ed. Waveland Press, Inc, 2000, ISBN: 1577660633, 90 pp., $10, a bargain at half the price.

Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, “They Say/I Say”: The Moves That Matter in  Academic Writing.  New York: Norton, 2006.  ISBN: 0-393-92409-2.
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