Postscript:

                                   The Unfinished Case 

                                  for the Bourgeois Virtues

                                                                                 [* = chapters drafted October 2004]

                                         "Advertisement

"When I began to write this work, I divided it into three parts, supposing that one volume would contain a full discussion of the arguments which seemed to me to arise naturally from a few simple principles; but fresh illustrations occurring as I advanced, I now present only the first part to the public."

                                                                                                                                         Mary Wollstonecraft,

                                                                                                              A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 1792

"I must desire the reader not to take any assertion alone by itself, but to consider the whole of what is said upon it: because this is necessary . . . to see the very meaning of the assertion." 

Bishop Butler, Fifteen Sermons, 1725, 

Preface, p. 348

The Bourgeois Virtues, Vol. 2

Bourgeois Towns:

Ethics and Economics

in the Age of Enlightenment
 How in the 17th and 18th centuries the virtues fared in northwestern Europe, and with what consequences for the 19th century

*1  Adam Smith’s Project 








Smith serves as an emblem of a peculiarly 18th-century project, the making of an ethic for a commercial society.

*2   Benjamin the Bourgeois








And Franklin shows the ethic flourishing on the margins.

*3   The Netherlands: Profit More in Request than Honor 




What made such talk conceivable was the “rise” of the bourgeoisie in northwestern Europe.  The rise happened, in the Netherlands especially, but was not unique.

4   The Bourgeois City of the 18th Century Philosophers





The unique part was precisely the philosophizing of bourgeois virtues, and its representation in literature, such as in the novel, in the essay, and in drama.  Bourgeois virtues were on the verge of becoming the ideology of the age.

*5    How Much, How Big: Measurement and the Bourgeoisie 



An example is the pervasiveness of counting and accounting. 

6   The Hobbesian Moment: Why Prudence is Not Sufficient 



A simplified version of bourgeois virtues takes Prudence as all.  The passions played against the virtues, and not merely against the interests; it was not merely a balance of Interests that tamed the passions.

7   The Smithian Moment: Prudence Among the Other Virtues




It was a balance of virtues, such as northwestern Europe in fact evinced.

*8   The Factor of Fifteen: The Bourgeois Material Benefit





One result was modern economic growth, which is not merely a return on original accumulation (as anticapitalists and some misled capitalists have supposed).  
*9  Foreign Trade Was Not It









One can go through a long list of the Nots of causes for modern growth—not for example trade as an engine of growth.

*10  All the Nots of Bourgeois Growth








Not slavery, not piracy, and especially not what economists call "neoclassical reallocations."

*11  New Models?  










Virtues caused commerce.  The outcome was the greatest change in the human condition since the invention of agriculture, the freeing of billions of people from poverty.  

*12  Sweet Talk










And the other direction of causation is equally important: that commerce sweetened people.  Speech dominates bourgeois society.  Cooperation, not alienation, is the usual result of commerce.  

*13  Bourgeois Speech Acts









The speaking ability is quantitatively important in various bourgeois societies.

14  The Bourgeois Revolutions and a Certain Freedom





And capitalism made people free, for one thing by spreading ownership, as Jefferson and others argued (but this is the lesser reason, for it also corrupts, as in Jefferson’s ownership of slaves, for example, or as in the selfishness of manufacturers for their own interests, as Smith noted).  The greater reason is the substitution of contract for status, and the spread of radical egalitarianism of a Protestant sort.

The Bourgeois Virtues, Vol. 3

The Treason of the Clerisy:

How Capitalism was Demoralized

in the Age of Romance
The tragic turn after 1848 against the bourgeoisie by the artists and intellectuals of Europe and its offshoots.

1  Bentham and the Modern Chaos of Precise Ideas

But the modern project of making an ethic for a commercial society started to fall apart around 1800.  One part into which it fell was Benthamism, that is, the elevation of  Only to a philosophical principle.

*2  I Choose Never to Stoop: Romanticism

The opposite of Benthamism was Romanticism, the idea beloved in Germany that Love and Courage Alone sufficed. 

*3 Why Romance?

Romanticism was not a reaction to a fading faith in God, not a reaction to capitalism.

4 & 5  Evangelicalism and Economics
Love of God and love of gain danced for a while together in the early 19th century, in a revived but tough-minded evangelicalism, in England and the United States, for example.  

6  The Angel in the House

But Prudence and Courage vs. the Rest of the Virtues became genderized, through a separation of spheres.

7 & 8  The Great Conversion

Which is perhaps one reason why in the mid-19th century so many of the male artists and intellectuals of Europe and its offshoots turned against capitalism, as a vulgar Prudence unworthy of a secularized Faith and Hope.  A trahison des clercs ensued, a century and a half of the “intellectual organization of political hatreds.”

9 & 10  The Bourgeois Soldier and the Excess of Faith: Nationalism

One of the secular holinesses was Faith, embodied in the idea of The Nation.  The haute bourgeoisie of Europe and America were turned by soldiering for The Nation into a new aristocracy.  Thus August 1914.

11 & 12  The Violent Saint and the Excess of Hope: Socialism 

Another secular holiness was Hope, embodied in the idea of The Revolution.  Their sons turned into revolutionaries.  Thus October 1917.

13 & 14  The Aristocratic Artist and the Excess of Courage: Modernism

And the third holiness, much admired by the clerisy, was the clerisy’s Own (artistic) Courage, embodied in the idea of The Modern.  

15  The Tragedies of Anti-Capitalism

The Bourgeois Virtues, Vol. 4

Defending the Defensible:

The Case for an Ethical Capitalism

What is alleged to be wrong with bourgeois society, and why the allegations are mostly false.  

                                    Part 1: The Charges

1  Greed: The Bourgeois Vice?

“But isn’t the bourgeoisie merely greedy?”  No, it is not.  On the contrary, a true charity characterizes bourgeois societies from Amsterdam to Los Angeles.

2  On the Backs of the Poor

“But wait: surely the wherewithal for `charity’ comes from stealing from the poor.”  No.  The poor have benefited from bourgeois virtues.  Workingmen of all countries unite: demand capitalism.

3  Original Accumulations, Original Sins

“You can’t be serious.  Surely slavery, wage slavery, and imperialism have hurt the poor.”  No.  Capitalism abolished slavery; early industrialism was an improvement on the idiocy of rural life; and imperialism and McDonaldization do not underlie the prosperity of the First World and have not undermined the prosperity of the Third World.

*4  Unnatural Markets  [with Santhi Hejeebu]







“But surely, as Karl Polanyi expressed it, markets are an historical novelty, an unnatural one.”  

*5  The Politics of Unnatural Markets  [with Santhi Hejeebu]





“And the market ideology of the early 19th century requires a great transformation to resocialize the economy.”




*6  Naturalizing Markets  [with Santhi Hejeebu]







No.  The market is a natural condition of human flourishing.  Polanyi was wrong to believe that capitalism is alienating (as before him were Marx and the German left wrong; and after him most left-wing intellectuals, and by now many right-wing intellectuals).


7  Chaotic Capitalism

“But capitalism leads to unemployment and other waste.”  No.  Or rather: capitalism is terribly wasteful, in this respect the worst system. . . except for those other systems that have been tried from time to time.

8 Excess and Advertising

“You can’t seriously defend the waste of advertising, can you?”  Yes, I can.  Commercial free speech is mainly informative; or a bond of quality; and is anyway a tiny part of capitalism.  Advertising is rhetoric, as is democratic debate.  We must get over our suspicion of the sheer existence of rhetoric, for there is no higher realm of Truth easy of access.

9  The Assault on Nature

“But capitalism has been bad for the environment.”  No, it hasn’t.

10  George Babbitt and Willie Loman

“Well, anyway, the bourgeoisie are so vulgar.”  No more vulgar than the aristocracy or peasantry, viewed soberly; nor, if soberly viewed, even the blessed clerisy.  Bourgeois values are not the worst.

                                Part 2: What is to Be Done?

11  Prospects for a Bourgeois Century

Here is what we can have if we allow bourgeois virtues to flourish: a flourishing humanity.

12  Invitation to a Beheading: How We Can Repeat the 20th Century  

And here is what we will face if we continue resisting the remoralization of capitalism: a repeat of 1914-89, on a bigger scale. 

13  Getting over Bentham 

To avoid the beheading, economics and the other sciences of Prudence (such as the study of international relations) need to get beyond Prudence Only.

14  Restarting Adam Smith 

The way forward is to go back to the Blessed Adam Smith, or at any rate to his project, shared with figures like Montesquieu or Tom Paine, of a commercial yet virtuous society. 

15  New Stories, New Arts 

And the arts—novels, movies, songs, painting—are where we do most of our ethical thinking, at least if we are secular, and even (I would argue) if we are not.  It is in art that the bourgeois virtues must be renewed. 

The Bourgeois Virtues: Ethics for an Age of Commerce

                                                                  [Volume 1]
Apology: A Brief for the Bourgeois Virtues

I. Exordium: The Good Bourgeois

II. Narratio: How Ethics Fell


III. Probatio A: Capitalism Makes Us Richer


IV. Probatio B: Capitalism Makes Us Live Longer

         
V. Probatio C: Capitalism Makes Use Better

              VI. Refutatio: Anti-Capitalism is Bad For Us 


VII. Peroratio
Appeal
1  The Very Word "Virtue"

“Virtue ethics” says that acting well is not a matter of finding the most general ethical rule but of finding stories for a good character.  Can a bourgeois person be virtuous?
2  The Very Word "Bourgeois"

"Bourgeois" is used here for the middle class: haute, petite, and the angry clerisy sprung from it, too.

3  On Not Being Spooked by the Word "Bourgeois"

"Bourgeois" need not be a term of contempt.  

Part 1:

                                            The Christian and Feminine Virtues:

                                                        Love, Faith, and Hope

4   The First Virtue: Love Secular






Ethics comes from stories.  Love stories, for example.  

5   And Love Divine

Love is not only for people, but for Art, Science, Nature, God.

6   Sweet Love vs. Mammon

Loving a transcendent is not the same thing as "maximizing utility."

7  Love and the Bourgeoisie

Capitalism requires transcendent love.

8   P & S and the Capitalist Life








The Profane and the Sacred both work in capitalism.

9   Not by P Alone








The Sacred is bigger than economists think.

10  God's Deal

But the Sacred need not drive out Prudence.

11  Thrift, Economy, and Godliness

Greed is not necessary for a capitalist economy to prosper.

12   Sacred Economics: Wage Slavery







And production is not dehumanization.

13   Sacred Economics: The Rich   

Even successful capitalists can be virtuous.
14   Transcendent Faith and Hope








The other “theological virtues,” besides love, also figure in any human society, even a commercial one.  

Faith


For instance, faith as friendship is important in a bourgeois life;

Hope


And hope as mobility.

15  The Banishment of the Transcendent

Religion was pressed, 1700 to the present; but other faiths and hopes expanded.

16  Art, Science, and the Secular Transcendent






Thus for example Vincent van Gogh was hopeful, not crazy.

17   Humility and Truth







Such “theological” virtues show themselves in some economists, those theorists of Prudence Only, and in any good scientist.



         Part 2:

                                          The Pagan and Masculine Virtues:

                                                 Courage, with Temperance

18    The Good of Courage






Courage is modeled by Achilles or Odysseus.  The stories are myths, in the double sense: culturally important tales; and false in detail, and sometimes in spirit.  A bourgeois army is a contradiction, as at Srebrenica.
19   Anachronistic Courage in the Bourgeoisie






Yet bourgeois men have adopted the mythical histories of knights and cowboys as their definition of masculinity.  

20  Taciturn Courage Against the “Feminine”





For example they have taken taciturnity as a marker of masculinity, against the talk-talk of the marketplace.  Bourgeois writers in America came to need a way of distinguishing themselves from women, and therefore adopted a nostalgia for the silent, violent hero.  

21  Bourgeois vs. Queer

And they needed to distinguished themselves from homosexuals, a big project in American literature and in English, German, and American law.

22  Balancing Courage









The outcome was a generation of courage-loving men, modeling their behavior in business on myths of aristocracy.  But Temperance is a virtue, too.

                                                                 Part 3:

                                               The Androgynous Virtues:

                                                     Prudence and Justice

23   Prudence is a Virtue









Prudence makes other virtues work, and is proper benevolence towards the self, too.
24  The Monomania of Immanuel Kant







The other, Kantian system that has replaced virtue ethics in the thinking of philosophers in the past two centuries was built on an excess of Justice: The Maxim.
25   The Storied Character of Virtue
We do good by story and example, not by maxim.

26   Evil as Imbalance, Inner and Outer







Virtue ethics emphasizes a balance in the soul and in the society, temperance and justice.

27   The Pagan-Ethical Bourgeois








The four pagan virtues, like the three Christian, can fit a commercial society, such as in Amsterdam's City Hall.

                                            Part 4:

                           Theorizing the Seven Virtues

28   The System of the Virtues








The virtues fit together, sacred to profane, feminine to masculine.

29  A Philosophical Psychology?

Modern positive psychology comes to the same conclusion, near enough.

30 Ethical Realism

The approach to good is like the approach to truth, and the two depend on each other and on the characters we shape in our stories.

31  Against Reduction

Kantianism assumes identity is already formed, and utilitarianism ignores identity entirely.  We need ethical identities, partly given, partly taken.
32  Character(s)

The identities for example can be aristocratic, peasant, priestly, or bourgeois.

33  Why Seven










The West used the Seven Virtues until Machiavelli made an art of the state.  Latterly even moralists like Jane Austen or George Orwell avoided systems.

34  Other Lists

Other lists lack discipline.

35  Getting There in Other Ways, East and West

The Confucian discipline is similar to Western virtue ethics, though not identical.

36   Needing Virtues










The amoralism of the realists Nietzsche, Holmes, Posner is a pose. 

37   The Anxieties of Bourgeois Virtues







The bourgeois can be good.  And yet they worry.
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