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Topics in Urban History:

The Culture of the Middle Class in Europe, 1600-1848
BSB 369
Tuesdays, 4:00-7:00
We are trying to discover what changed after 1600 in the elite urban culture of Europe, especially in Holland and England.  The change in the "bourgeoisie," and the change in attitudes towards the bourgeoisie, made the modern world possible.
We'll read four books and some chapters of a book of my own on the matter.  That's about three weeks per book, with two for mine at the end.  I want you to learn how to read real history books: no textbooks!  
"Reading real history books" means learning how to read for the theme, not reading every word passively; it means arguing with the book; it means skipping over the yada-yada passages; it means jumping around, looking for things that surprise and enlighten you, figuring out Chris-Matthews-Hardball-style what the bottom line is; above all it means being able to say and write coherent thoughts about the book.  I'll show you how in class.  
All the books are first-rate pieces of historical scholarship--- I withhold judgment on my own book in progress!  They're worth having on your bookshelf permanently.  You can get some of the four through our library and through the public libraries, but it's much better to own them, because then you can scribble on them.  Always read with a pen or pencil; no highlighters.  Think of the book order as five or six large pizzas---but so much more nourishing than pizza!  We will read all of the pizza-equivalents, whole, spending about three weeks, I repeat, on each book.  So think of each week's reading assignment as a third of the book under study.
That's a fair amount of reading.  But, I say again, we are doing a history course here, and history courses deal with whole books.  If you can't devote at least 10 or 12 hours per week to active, rapid, critical, summarizing reading, you're not going to get much out of the course.  Quit now.  Preferably you should spend more hours than that on reading alone, with a couple of hours on your little papers added on.
For every book you will need to write three little  3-page papers, one for each of the three classes devoted to the book.  All of them need to be typed, stapled, well written, spellchecked, a serious Report to Your Boss.  Note the two (short) required books about writing.  By the fourth week I will start getting cross if your writing is not starting to reflect them.  By the fifth week I'll be a very witch about it!  Watch for my broomstick.
The first little paper on each book is called Theme.  Tell me what the author is saying, what her argument is, and why it might matter to wider themes in history.  Be utterly clear.  Explain it to your roommate.  Think of yourself as P. J. O'Rourke reading The Wealth of Nations and summarizing it, "so that you [the reader of O'Rourke] don't have to."  
The second one is called Evidence.  What is the nature of the evidence the author marshals?   Dig down into some of the details of the argument, and ask: how does he know this?  Can he?  Is he blowing hot air, over-extending?  Is this or that piece of evidence relevant, persuasive, sound?  Think of yourself as a judge in a bench trial.

The third one is called Critique, attacking some aspect of the argument in the book.  Think of yourself as the opposing attorney.  You have no choice: you are not to write a "book report" saying that "I really liked this book."  I don't want to hear how you felt about the book.  I want to know what you think about it.  We want to develop your critical facilities as a student of the past.  The beginning of a balanced understanding is to recognize what is wrong with a book's argument, even if it is a very good book on the whole, as all these are.  
In all the three types of papers you may use published reviews of the book and other published material, but of course always properly acknowledged.  So in total you'll write a ten-pager or so on each book in total, roughly 50 pages in all.  That should give me enough evidence to assess your work.  I grade for style and for substance.  The writing is about 70% of your grade.  I'll ask some of you to read your papers aloud to get discussion going.  So write with other students in mind.  No nonsense.
There will be no other, longer papers.  There will be no examinations---except for unannounced graded quizzes on the books, to keep you up to the mark.  The quizzes are about 15% of your grade.  The rest is participation: come to class (on time), speak up!
Readings

College Textbook, on 1076 W.  Taylor St. at the corner of Taylor and Aberdeen, has most of the books.  For the one by Earle go through the libraries, internet, or at second-hand bookstores (e.g. Powell's on Wabash).  Get to it right now.  Don't wait.
I've ordered 40 copies of each because I reckon some of you will use libraries or, especially, the internet to get the books, and I don’t want to overburden the very good store with unsold books to return.  But keep me informed about stocks!  A collection of all the second hand sites is at usedbooksearch, http://www.usedbooksearch.co.uk/US.htm.
All in paperback editions
weeks 2-4: Fernand Braudel, The Wheels of Commerce.  Civilization and Capitalism, 15th-18th Century, Vol. II.  1979 (trans. 1982).  Very cheap secondhand paperback on the internet, as little as $3 plus postage.  New at the bookstore it costs in the $25 range.
weeks 5-7: Peter Earle, The Making of the English Middle Class: Business, Society and Family Life in London, 1660-1730.  Methuen, 1989.  An excellent, clear book directly on our theme.  But it's out of print.  Start looking for it right away.  It's available second-hand but you need to jump on it.  Now!
week 8, and over spring break: David Hancock, Citizens of the World: London Merchants and the Integration of the British Atlantic Community, 1735-1785.  Cambridge University Press, 1995.  paperback.  Three papers on your own, due when we come back after spring break!
weeks 11-13: Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle Class, 1780-1850.  University of Chicago Press, 1987.  $22.41 new in paperback on amazon.
weeks 14-15: Deirdre McCloskey, draft chapters from my book in progress, Bourgeois Towns: How Capitalism Became Ethical, 1600-1848.  I'll make it available by e-mail attachment or otherwise on line somehow.
Required Books about Writing:

(also at College Books)

Deirdre McCloskey, Economical Writing.  2nd ed. Waveland Press, Inc, 2000, ISBN: 1577660633, 90 pp., $10, a bargain at half the price.

Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, “They Say/I Say”: The Moves That Matter in  Academic Writing.  New York: Norton, 2006.  ISBN: 0-393-92409-2.
The best way of getting in touch with me is e-mail, deirdre2@uic.edu.  That way we can chat about the course, or anything else, with mutual convenience.  But in emergencies call me at home during normal waking hours (we elderly ladies go to bed earlier than you do, btw!), 312-435-1479.  I'll be glad to talk before or after class. 

Some Grim Rules 

(written out just so there’s no misunderstanding!)
· I take attendance, irregularly and informally but mercilessly.  If you miss two classes without permission and I detect it you will get an F in the course.  Sorry, but otherwise we don’t get the continuity of conversation that makes a class into a real intellectual experience.  Come sleep in class if necessary!  But come to class!  That's the best advice anyone can give you for success in college.  It's like showing up for your job: Woody Allen said that showing up is 80% of any job.  In fact, right now the course is your job.
· You can sleep in class all you want.  Seriously.  Be my guest.  Honestly: I don’t mind (I slept through many of my classes in college, and can hardly complain; sleeping doesn’t disturb anyone).  And bring any friend, parent, child, dog you want.  Anytime.  No problem: no need to ask.  Really.  They are all welcome, always.  Having kids and dogs in a class improves the atmosphere.  No joke.  
But you cannot do things that demoralize your classmates and me: read, talk, eat, slouch insultingly [guys: listen up], pass notes, pick your nose, text-message a friend, look bored (being bored is another matter: these rules are about externals that hurt your classmates, demoralizing them, and by the way demoralizing me), do homework, chew gum, come late, leave early, or in general act like a senior in high school.  The class starts at 4:00 promptly.  Please don’t tell me about the traffic, or “running late”: be on time.  Think of the class as a business meeting, with Deirdre as your boss.  
· All grades are final unless I make a mistake in adding up the points: I never discuss grades.  This is one of Life's little unpleasantnesses,  actually.  Your boss will never discuss her plan to fire or promote you.  She’ll just do it.
· If you cheat on tests or “plagiarize” in writings (that is, use someone else’s work as your own without putting it in quotation marks and footnoting the source: you can only do even this for very short passages, a few lines) you will get an F in the course and I will try to have you expelled from the University.  Plagiarism and academic misconduct involves but is not limited to the following: (1) Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, people, or study aids in any academic exercise, or extending to or receiving any kind of unauthorized assistance on any examination or assignment to, or, from another person; (2) Using research, in the sense of copying it, that has been prepared by someone else; (3) Duplicating work that you have done in another class; (4) Allowing others to borrow your work (that sound “innocent,” but it’s not: it’s like helping someone else to steal something; whatever your intention, you are guilty of academic misconduct if another student copies your research); (5) Omitting source citation just because you have put much of the research material "into your own words" and it's not a direct quotation.  And of course cheating on exams will be treated the same way.

Got it?  No cheating!
(Sorry again to be so grim, but someone will say I didn’t say it if I don’t, if you see what I mean.)

PAGE  
1

